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Harry Huskey, Pioneering
Computer Scientist, Is Dead at 101

By SAM BOSIATS AP 20 N0 0 O Q O
Robert Taylor, Innovator Who Shaped

> -
Modern Computing, Dies at 85
-
k . . ‘ |
> I - -
Like many loventions, e imternet was the work of countless hands

By NN MAREDIT U W
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Harry Hushey, one of the last survivieg scientists i the vanguand of the
competer revolution, who Belped develop what was onoe billed ax the Soxt
personal computer bocause it ook oaly ane person 10 operate, though It
| W - 4 ] » - o
was the sise of two refrigeratons, died oo Apre ¢ ot his homwe in Santa Bt pertaps zo one denrnves more credit for tat world chang=g

Craz, Calif. He was 100, techaoiogion leap than Robert W. Tavior, who died on Thursday at 85
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“the first awareness that we had of the fact that The Computer as a Communication Device
computers and data processing had something in J.C.R. Licklider and Robert W. Taylor

common with communications started in early ‘65"

—Bernard Strasberg, FCC, 1988 Reprinted from Science and Technology, April 1968,

When was the Computer? ©Science and Technology 1968
meanengy | [Amicsions | [ meaia | e | COMPUNICation

| engines
CﬂlCl.hﬁl‘ Dr. Huskey said that the computer
“ cor” revolution he had helped create posed
| or ‘ & profound questions for society that it
had never had to grapple with before.
“
engine” sorting
“What is the effect of almost
COﬂtl'O“m instantaneous communication on society —
s, the fact that we can look at what’s going

on in Burma today and other places? The

Constitution was written when you had to

go from New York to Boston by horse, and

it took you three days, or something. And

if you look at it purely as a dynamic
system, the stimuli can arrive much
faster than you can respond to it.”

“And what do you do about it?” he

continued. “I don’'t know.” NY Times
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Gough, Kathleen. 1975. "Implications of Literacy in Traditional China and India." pp. 70-84. in Jack

SOCIaI Goody (ed.) Literacy in Traditional Societies.. Allyn & Bacon.Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
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today's route

a little learning

a different distance

information issues

local problems
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revolution at last!

"The demise of distance as the key
to the cost of communication may
well prove the most significant
economic force shaping the next
half century ..

— Economist

"the revolution
begins at last”
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new tech(ies)
and ? old ideas

Nar
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IDDENLY... DISTANCE, 5 Hyperloop Alpha — Elon Musk
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NO LONGER MATTERED
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“transcending space and time” — New Yorker

| f-::?; { loo ny

..............
........

A NadS 7 FN Google Loon
b g ”‘“ﬂf“fj: “The emotional distance of the world is
shrinking, thanks to the communications we enjoy

today.” —Sergey Brin
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revolution at last!

"the revolution
begins at last

“"The demise of distance ..

-~ IDDENLY... DISTANCE has been predicted before .."?
NO LONGER MATTERED!,
- — % 3 1 ¢: /
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revolution at last! "the rGVOIUtion
begins at last”

g e PLACT ARD 15 TARTY -
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Do) o o VDRTROGHS The demise of distance
SO TUDITEILAST UROSS CURRENCY ROWY e <
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CUDDENLY... DISTANCE has been predicted before .."?

NO LONGER MATTERED!Z]
= /" A

"Ye Gods, annihilate but space and time,

And make two lovers happy." — 1728
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reappearance

~

"Parvenu a la suite de travaux longs et

pénibles a trouver, enfin, un art nouveau

regardé comme impossible par beaucoup des

Savans, une route nouvelle va fournir devant

les distances vont

les efforts de 1'homme,

disparalitre et les extremités du Monde se

rapprocher."”
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Broadband expansion could trigger
dangerous surge in space junk

'.'\. &

yearance

longs et
¥t nouveau

raucoup des

Savans, une route nouvelle va fournir devant
les efforts de 1'homme, les distances vont
disparalitre et les extremités du Monde se

rapprocher."”




revolution at last!
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selling point!?

"It i1s not visionary to suppose that it
would not be long ere the whole surface of
this country would be channelled for those
nerves which are to diffuse, with the speed
of thought, a knowledge of all that 1is
occurring throughout the land; making one

neighborhood of the whole country.’

— Morse to Congress, 1838



Claude Chappe
(1763-1805)

France: a divided nation goes to the polls

The cultural historian travels from France's Mediterranean coast to the north, and

finds a country more conflicted than ever before as it prepares to vote in a new
president

a single point

single point."

Fillon Begging Forgivenesd
Leaves French Catholics™

Divided ° o
" France Divided

ST SR 8 | T LR Bt SN |
viouvom Nasch A MNE L8 AN
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revolutionary ideas

"The establishment of the telegraph i1s ... the
best response to the publicists who think that
France 1s too large to form a Republic. The
telegraph shortens distances and, in a way,

brings an immense population together at a

— Claude Chappe, 1793

French election shaken by surge in support
for far-left candidate

Jean Luc Mélenchon's rise turns presidential campaign inte four horserace watched by
voters i 'destructive mood'



revolution at last!
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bossessions!

"A line of telegraph ... from London to
Kurrachee, and from thence to every part of
India, ... intelligence and commands be daily
and hourly communicated with the speed of
lightening ... 1in this virtual annihilation of
time and space in the communications between
England and her distant possessions will be

more than realised"

--Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine, 1857
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still going

sea to shining sea

"the almost complete annihilation of time and
space between the distant antipodal points of
the American continent ... produced by the

construction of the Pacific Railroad”

-- John Wesley Clampitt,
Echoes from the Rocky Mountains, 1888
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sea to shining sea

"the almost complete annihilation of time and
space between the distant antipodal points of
the American continent ... produced by the

construction of the Pacific Railroad”

-- John Wesley Clampitt,
Echoes from the Rocky Mountains, 1888



“limits imposed by geography .. will eventually wvanish”

— Economist 1995

once again, one voice

"Someday we will build up a world telephone system,

making necessary to all peoples the use of a common
language or common understanding of languages, which
will join all the people of the earth into one
brotherhood. There will be heard throughout the
earth a great voice coming out of the ether which

will proclaim, 'Peace on earth, good will towards

men."'" —-John J. Carty, AT&T, 1891

North Kor —

North Korea warns of nuclear strike

if provoked; Trump 'armada’ steams
on




revolution at last!
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50 years on

"Electric circuitry has overthrown the regime
of 'time' and 'space' and pours upon us
instantly and continuously concerns of all
other men. It has reconstituted dialogue on a
global scale. 1Its message 1s Total Change,
ending psychic, social, economic, and
political parochialism... Ours is a brand-new
world of allatonceness. 'Time' has ceased,
'space’' has vanished. We now live in a global

village ... a simultaneous happening."”

--Mcluhan et al., Medium is the Massage, 1967



25-Hofl17-Soclmp2-4.25 |7

“starting to happen”

this time it's
different

"This has been
predicted before;
the difference
now 1s that it 1is
actually starting

to happen”
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H |
OF % The World Is Flat

A BRIEF HISTORY OF
THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

How the Communications Revolution "'l[]mas l_ fnedmaﬂ

s Changing Our Lives




Social

Implications 2

today's route

a little learning

a different distance

information issues

local problems

revolution at last!



THE
DEATH

OF
DISTANCE

{ow the Communications Revolution

Is Changing Our Lives

trendspotting

Il The Death of Distance. Distance |~tll no bonger decide the cost of ©
communicating clectronically. Indeed, once investment has been
madc in a communications nctwork, in buying a compulter or (el
phone, o in sctting up a Web site, the additional cost of sending 7.

LY ) { \ O,

2._The Fate of Location. Companies will be free to locate many

screen-based activities wherever they can ind the best bargain ol

skills and productivity. Developing countries will increasingly

perform on-line services - induding monitoring security soreens, &

inputting data from forms, running help-lines, and writing
software code - and sell them 1o the nich industnal countries
that generally produce such services domestically.

3 Improved Connections Most people on canth will eventually
have access o networks that are all interactive and broadband
The Internet will continue 10 exist in its present form, but wall
als0 carry many other services, including telephone and televi
son.

4 lincreased Mobility. Bvery form of commmunication will be avails 9.

able for mobile or remote use

5. More Customuzed Networks, The huge capaaly of networks will
enable individuals 1o order “content for ong™; that is, individual

comsymwts will soceive (or send) exactly what they want to
receive (o send . when and where they want 11

A Detoge of Information. Because people’s capacity 10 absorb
new information will net increase, they will need filters to sify,
process, and odil it

Increased Value of Brand. Comparies will want ways to push
thelr information ahead of thelr competitors’, One of the most
cllective will be branding. What's hot = whcther a product, a
personality, a sporting event, o the Litest financial data - will
ateact the greatest rewards,

More Minnows, More Glants. Many ol the ¢osts of starting a
new busingss will fall and companics will more casily buy in
seavices. So small coenpanies will stast up more readily, offering
services that, in the past, only giants had the scale and scope 10
provade I they can back crcativity with competenee and spoad
they wiil compete effectively with Larger o, At the same tine
communication amplifies the strength of brands and the power
of networks, In industrics where networks maticr concentraton
will Increasce.

More Competition. More companies and customers will bave
MLOSs 1o accuraie price information. [n addition, some ontry
barricrs will fall. The resuit will be greater competition in mam
markets, resulting in “peolitiess prosperity™: ot will be casier o
find buyers, bant harder 1o make fat margios



local problems

one Marshall
to another

75 years apart

"Every cheapening of the means of
communication, every new facility for the free
interchange of ideas ... alters the action of

the forces which tend to localize industries.”

--Alfred Marshall,

Principles of Economics, 1890

Alfred
Marshall

25-Hofl17-Soclmp2-4.25



Google

NETELIN

Drobbox

..« Why are they here?
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why ...?

"Many various causes have led to the
localization of industries; but the chief
causes have been physical conditions; such as

the character of the climate and the soil

"Another chief cause has been the patronage of

a court.

the character of the people, and by their

social and political institutions.”

— Marshall
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... Of cheapening communication

"Every cheapening of the means
’ of communication, every new
facility for the free
interchange of ideas ...
alters the action of the
forces which tend to localize

industries."

--Alfred Marshall,

Principles of Economics, 1920
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Secretive Alphabet division funded by Google
aims to fix public transit in US

Exchusive: Documents reveal Sidew alk Labs s offenng dloud softwars lew to Columbus
Ohio, to upgrade bus and parking services

cheapening of the
means of communication?

25-Hofl 1 7-Soclmp2-4.25 25



10, Incrcased Value of Niches. The po.\tﬂol the computer 1o wearchy

B3

(L3

15

enuify, and chssily people acconding to simiar noeds and wasies
will crcate sustainable markets for masy niche peoducts, One of
the most valuable smprovensents will be an the abdiay of poogde
o bocate thangs that have Batherto beon hard 10 S from
fricnnds with sdaular 1astes 1o spocialized sorviies
Commeanicies of Pracuioe. The hoekronial bonds among poopls
performing the same job or speaking the samwe language ia dil-
feremt pants of the workd will strengihen. Comisen intesests

notworks, racher tham righd management structuecs, will hold
companics together Vertically integracod companics that do

the costs of dealiog with arm's-length supgdicns and partoers.
Alllances will bord companbes together at many levels.
Openncss as a Strategy. Loyalty. trust, and open communicationy
will reshape the naure of supplicr and customer Contaces, Sup-
pliers will deaw dieextly on their costoenens” databases, warking
as dosely and seamiesshy as an in-house supplicr does now. Ous
tomers will be able 1o marage and tzack thelr oeders through lhi
production process.

Manudacturers a5 Senvice Providers, Companies will tatior thew
products more precksely 10 & customer’s Lasies and needs. Soane
will retain Lasting links with thelr peodects: car companscs, for
mstance, will contimue efectronsally 1o track, monidos, and learn
about thetr vehicles throughows: the produact's life cycle. New
opportunities 1o bulld Lnks with castomers will cmerge as a

6. The Mrodicration of Idcas. Now Meas and information will travel

faster 1o the remotest cormers of the world. Developing coumtries
will acquire more rapidly access to the industrial werld s knowl.
edge and Meas. That will help many developlng couniries 1o
grow moee quk Ky and even 1o nasrow the gap with the rich
world.

. The Dexcline of Natonal Authosity. Governments wall find

mmwuum«mpwmmmm

b o e BB nal o B e il i s e - —— el snuh

e s p|2ying both ways? .2

1A Lons of Priviy Prodoctog poovacy will be difouli, as i was in

the villages of past censurics, Governments and coanpanics will
canily monsior peogle’s monements. Machines will recogniae
phiysical attribuses such as 2 voie or Sngerpring. Civil
Excriarians will worry but others will raclonalize the Joss as 2
{alr exchange for the reduction of crime. incleding fraud and
Wegal immigration. In the clecironis vllbge, there will by Batle
true privacy - and liotke unsobved crime.

* A Ghobal Premrium for Skills. Pay differcmials will continue 1o
widen, as companies fighe for the scarce talents of well alucato
workers. Managerial and professional s will be dess vuloeradd
10 competition from amomation than jobs reguining relatively
Nithe sKIE. In addizion, the Inscrmet enbamors the value of
creative use of Islormation. On-line recrultment will make the
b market more global and efficiont. As a resadlt, highly skilled

poopie will carn broadly simnllar amoumts, wherever they live
mn the world

resalt
The Inversion of Home and Odice. The line betwoen hoene and

Kebarth of Citbes. As iosdividoads spersd Jess time in the office an
g tiane working from beane or on the rosd, clthes willl <hang

work will blur. Peogle will increasingly work from home and
shop from work. The office willl become a place for the socid
aspects of work such as sctworking, ainscommbng, lunching,
and gossping. More peopde will wark on the meve: froen their
cars, from hotel rooms, from aleport departuse lounpes. Home

25-Hofll7-Soclmp2-4.25 26

froem concentrations of effice comploymcnt 1o conaces of enier-
wainment and celiure. They will becomss places where poople
CONBrepate o Vil mascums and galierics, ationd live petfior-
mances of all inds, paricpace In Chvic events, and dine s goox
restausants. Saenc poor countrics will use kosw-Cost comumunica-
tions to stom the Bight from the countryside bry peosidang nural
arcas with betier saodwal services, jobs. education, and
cntertaament.



theory & data

rebirth?

"But on the other hand the value which the
central sites of a large town have for trading
purposes, enables them to command much higher

ground-rents than the situations are worth."

— Marshall

25-Hofl 1 7-Soclmp2-4.25 27



Rents Climb in Oakland Ahead of TS P S R £ e N L L e L ofen, 425 =y
"OratOﬂm San rmnd"co HOId’ Silicon Valloy (theguardian.com) N -
Steady

a Posted by BeauHD on Wednesday December 28, 2016 @09:25PM from the underlying-issues dept.

rebirth?

Oakland rents jumps again in April, now
equal with Beston
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ymmand much higher

Bay Area hosts three of nation’s top five
most pricey rental markets
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local problems

25-Hofl17-Soclmp2-4.25 28

"cities, which have been
so dominant .. no longer
the case .. that their
productivity ..1s vastly
greater than the

surrounding countryside”

—~Economist

no longer

ECONOMC reguons of Caliornia

&)



having it both ways

goods or people?

Every cheapening of the means of communication ... alters the
action of the forces which tend to localize industries.
Speaking generally we must say that a lowering of tariffs, or
of freights for the transport of goods, tends to make each
locality buy more largely from a distance what it requires;
and thus tends to concentrate particular industries 1n special
localities: but on the other hand everything that increases
people's readiness to migrate from one place to another tends
to bring skilled artisans to ply their crafts near to the
consumers who will purchase their wares. These two opposing

tendencies are well i1llustrated by the recent history ..



— BUSINESS TECH INSIDER

o INSIDER

Uber has lost again in the fight over how to
classify its drivers

opposing tendencies?

local problems

economic explanations

make or buy
hierarchy or market

employee or independent worker

| TECTHEOMY
decided by 4 THE BAZAR

VU“\(HH N2 [’NJJb'

transaction costs vs management costs | B AN ACDDENTAL REVOLUTONARY

Coase
1910 - 2013

Coase’s Penguin, or, Linux and the Nature of the Firm |

 ERICS. RAYHOND
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Gig economy: A third of U.S. workers say
they're free agents
=== 3ll a giggle

L7 Toe ww
»o -
"R

The Gig Economy’s False Promise

By THE EDITORIAL BOARD  AF%L 10 a0

How Uber Uses Psychological
Iricks to Push lts Drivers Buttons

T company has yodertaken a0 mtraordsany operinet o sobavicral

scwoe 0o sebly entioe an independest wou k foree W caxindae il growily,

e seeretnoe ode Lailling st Lher reccly dactaacy shcrna mstien
2 public. But in Nareh, facing crises o0 muitipde Sroats, top officials

oocvvennd 2 call foe reporters 1o inelsr taat Ther was charging ‘s

cabare and wodd no loager lerate "Dl e ”



Work at Home Jobs Becoming More
Common

TN e Tl trrroeww  IBM, Remote-Work Pioneer, is Calling Thousands Of Employees
Back To the Office (qz.com)

in 2010, 13.4 milion peopie worked
at least one dg’ at home pers wook a Posted by msmash on Tuesday March 21, 2017 @12:41PM from the against-remote-work dept.

an increase of over 4 million people

(35 percent) in the last decade. h O m e O r’ aWaY?

1997 2010

T """ percentage of home workers in population
fm'*'[r‘ '*0"’ 1960 1970 1980 1990 1999 2005 2010 2013 2016 |wr rmrmesai T | A
0.025 0.013 0.010 0.014 0.034 0.039 0.043 0.026 0.022 |:=fEmploy2d Incorporated 5,006,355 L6%
‘ .S-wf -mplt.-yeu.n-_n -inc §‘502.:” -5 &ty
L L — S e
SzIf Employed ncn «inc home 1,851,852 -3 8t
9 2 13 A globalworkplaceanalytics.com
<
million million ———
vt ol 12 millen oMt of il . - .
bt L To Raise Productivity, Let

ll[In 3 YearS v him e

Stanford Study: Letting Employees Wark More Employees h
from Home Raises Productivity from Home

Yahoo has spent] ”
estimated $450
million on free "
food for the
staff.”
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many handed economists

"Changes like the telephone and the
telegraph which tend to reduce the cost of
organising spatially will tend to increase
the size of the firm. All changes which
improve managerial technique will tend to

increase the size of the firm."

--Ronald Coase,

"The Nature of the Firm," 1937
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diffuse information

"The accumulation of many large manufacturing establishments in
the same district has a tendency to bring together purchasers or
their agents from great distances, and thus to cause the
institution of a public mart or exchange. This contributes to
diffuse information relative to the supply of raw materials, and
the state of demand for their produce, with which it 1is
necessary manufacturers should be well acquainted. The very
circumstance of collecting periodically, at one place, a large
number both of those who supply the market and of those who
require its produce, tends strongly to check the accidental
fluctuations to which a small market is always subject, as well

as to render the average of the prices much more uniform."

--Charles Babbage



more than information?

"When an industry has thus chosen a locality for itself, it 1is
likely to stay there long: so great are the advantages which
people following the same skilled trade get from near
neighbourhood to one another. The mysteries of the trade become
no mysteries; but are as it were in the air, and children learn
many of them unconsciously. Good work is rightly appreciated,
inventions and improvements in machinery, in processes and the
general organization of the business have their merits promptly
discussed: 1f one man starts a new idea, it 1s taken up by
others and combined with suggestions of their own; and thus it
becomes the source of further new 1deas. And presently
subsidiary trades grow up in the neighbourhood, supplying it
with implements and materials, organizing its traffic, and in

many ways conducing to the economy of its material.”



working knowledge

... Moves in mysterious ways
the "sticky"” or "leaky" problem

"If only HP Knew what HP knows ..."

— Lew Platt, CEO Hewlett-Packard

trade secrets and enticement

du Pont's battles
—Catherine Fisk, Working Knowledge, 2009

25-Hofl 1 7-Soclmp2-4.25 37



FLOSSing

from sticky to leaky IP

BSD

Berkeley Software Distfibution
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= DUSINESS TECH INSIDER

— INSIDER

Sergey Brin: Don't come to Silicon Valley to
start a business

local "mysteries”

east vs west

al':j- - ; t’-m'o Clarn County, Calir Caat aw ]




distant mysteries

north v south
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... and going global

The
New Argonauts

Reglonal Advomage n o
Glabal Economy

Annales Sarenion
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Ada

Lovelace Goldberg




informational issues
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The Sexisn; Bescribed in
Uber Employee’s Report Is

Why Women Leave Tech—0r b Fave new wo rid 7
Don't Enter at All

by Ovvirma Comrnes 00«

L - L]
Fowler’s story, which gets even more convoluted, is an alarming reminder that
there are many overlapping reasons why tech companies often have a meager
population of women on staff. Uber CEO Travis Kalanick revealed in a memo
to employees on Monday that the company employs just 15 percent women in
its technical roles. (For comparison, Google reports that 19 percent of its tech
workforce is female, Airbnb reports 26 percent, and Twitter is even with Uber at
15 percent.) The gender gap in tech starts with teachers and toymakers
discouraging girls from pursuing STEM interests. It’s cemented by structural
biases that find female MIT graduates earning far less than their male peers in a
larger wage gap than alumni of any other elite university. And it’s justified by
the president of the United States’ closest advisor, who advanced the misogynist
fairytale of women having an innate intellectual deficiency in math.

- ~
»

e Google accused of ‘extreme’ gender pay
discrimination by US labor department

000 -

AL KA
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http://www.slate.com/blogs/browbeat/2017/02/20/an_ex_uber_employee_alleges_horrifying_sexism_there.html
http://www.recode.net/2017/2/20/14677546/uber-ceo-travis-kalanick-eric-holder-memo
http://www.recode.net/2017/2/20/14677546/uber-ceo-travis-kalanick-eric-holder-memo
https://www.google.com/diversity/
http://fortune.com/2017/01/13/airbnb-executive-beth-axelrod/
https://blog.twitter.com/2017/building-a-more-inclusive-twitter-in-2016
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/07/upshot/how-elementary-school-teachers-biases-can-discourage-girls-from-math-and-science.html?_r=0
http://www.slate.com/blogs/xx_factor/2017/02/16/female_alumni_of_top_colleges_still_make_less_money_than_men_from_non_selective.html
http://nymag.com/thecut/2016/11/what-steve-bannon-thinks-of-women-and-minority-groups.html
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more distance

Google giving bus drivers a
raise, but not everyone is

happy

By Kristen V. Brown Updated 12:37 pm, Thursday, March 12, 2015
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HOW MUCH REVENUE TECH
COMPANIES MAKE PER EMPLOYEE

el Mo EARETY increaSing
= — distance?

oo o QN s3e00e2 Silicon Valley's rich are getting richer
0 SR s % 1989 2013
Santa Clara 8.9% 237%
San Mateo 14.4% 31.8%
San Francisco 16.6% 30.4%

"Top 1%'s shace of ol county INCome
25-Hofl17-Soclmp2-4.25 Sowrce: Calforna Budget & Polcy Center




UC Berkeley Center for Labor Research and Education
April 2015

The High Public Cost of Low Wages
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Research Brief
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local leadership?

Poverty-Level Wages Cost US. Taxpayers $152.8 Bllllon Each Year

in Public Support for Working Families

by Ken Jacobs, lan Perry, and Jenifer MacGillvary
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... but why are we here?




Take the world's best courses,
online, for free.

EOCTITITONER alternatives

Join 3.332.065(‘0\1!3&'1&1\& :
Learn from 338 courses from 62 universities.

_ L . L.
How it works »

EXPLORE FREE COURSES FROM edX UNIVERSITIES
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Virtual Classroom: Second ABEE i mon
Life.
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UDACITY here comes the MOOC

"a budding revolution in global online higher education”

— Thomas Friedman, New York Times 201 |

sound familiar?

“The story of higher education’s future is a tale of ancient
institutions in their last days of decadence, creating the
seeds of a new world to come,” he writes. If he is right,
higher education will be transformed into a different kind of
learning experience that is cheaper, better, more personalized

and more useful."”

— Joe Nocera (reviewing The End of College) , New York Times 2015



FIVE DOLLAR MOVIES PROPHESIED

D. W. Grifhih Sarys They Are Sure tc Come with
the Remarknblo‘.Advm in Film Productions. .

birth of an idea?

"The time will come, and in less than ten years, when children
in the public schools will be taught practically everything by
moving pictures. Certainly they will never be obliged to read
history again ... everything except the three Rs, the arts,
and probably the mental sciences can be taught this way--
physiology, chemistry, biology, botany, physics, and history
in all its branches.” — D.W. Griffith, New York Times, 1915

"The people's University of the Air will have a greater

student body than all of our universities put together."

--Alfred N Goldsmith, RCA, Radio Broadcast 1922



APOLOGETICAL REMARKS ON THR
FREEDOM USED IN CENSURING

THE UNIVERSITIES.

Incedis per ignes
Suppofitos ciseri dalofo,
Yix tread v dangerows grovad, How,

earlier generations

“At a time when books were scarce, and men who knew how to
make a proper use of them still more uncommon, it became
expedient .. [to] assemble in one place, where celebrated books
and tutors were collected, whence advantage might be derived
to a greater number of students from fewer instructors .. Time

. relaxed the rigid scruples .. the world began to lose its

reverence ..

"... as books are now multiplied, and men able to afford
instruction dispersed all over the kingdom, it is evident that
the principal cause of establishing universities in an age when
both books and instructors were scarce, no longer subsists.

Let them therefore be reformed, and rendered really useful to

the community or let them be deserted.”
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a little learning
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a little learning

other alternatives
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a little learning

recurring factors!?

institutions vs technologies

libraries vs ebooks

disciplines or discipline?

kinds of distance
geographical

social

sighalling
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Nullius in Verba?

signalling

Let us consider the matter in this way: If the wise man or
any other man wants to distinguish the true physician from

the false, how will he proceed?

.... He will consider whether what [the physician] says 1is
true, and whether what he does is right, in relation to
health and disease?

... But can any one attain the knowledge of either

unless he have a knowledge of medicine?

... No one at all, it would seem, except the physician can
have this knowledge; and therefore not the wise man; he

would have to be a physician as well as a wise man.

--Plato, Charmides



"the purchaser if not himself a skillful judge ... must pay some
person, in the shape of an additional money price, who has the skill
to distinguish, and integrity to furnish, articles of the quality
agreed on." — Babbage

“degrees .. gave considerable credit in the living world" — Knox

badge of gold

“New products are associated with old brand
names. This ensures the prospective consumer

of the quality of the product.

“Doctors, lawyers, and barbers, the high
school diploma, the baccalaureate degree, the
Ph.D., even the Nobel Prize, ... education and

labor markets themselves have their own ‘brand

names'’”.

--George Akerlof,“The Market for Lemons: Quality, Uncertainty,
and the Market Mechanism,’ 1970
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assignment

assignment

Describing the vision of the publisher Jason Epstein, Evan Hughes writes in
Wired: "In the long term, what publishers have to fear the most may not be
Amazon but an idea it has helped engender—that the only truly necessary
players in the game are the author and the reader.... At a time when a writer
can post a novel online and watch the revenue pour in by direct deposit, the
publishing industry’s skill at making books, selling them by hand to bookstores,
and managing the distribution of the product threatens to become irrelevant. In
Epstein’s vision, the writer may need a freelance editor, a publicist, and an
agent who functions as a kind of business manager, but authors will keep a
bigger share of the proceeds with no lumbering media corporation standing in
the way."

In a digital world, is it necessary to have a separate firm or organization to
perform the functions of traditional book publishers? If so, do you see a
continuing role for publishers in some of these functions, or can they be
undertaken by someone else —such as Amazon—or the authors themselves?
Be sure to make specific reference to the discussion in Auletta’s article and the
points made by Hughes, Connolly and Horowitz. The George Packer article will
be helpful for background on Amazon; the Gessen will be useful for social
media such as Goodreads.
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