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xvi PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION

For the purposes of this book, “consumer transactions” include those
in which individuals enter into consensual arrangements for the purchase
of property or services, or for the borrowing of money. These materials
treat of the various legal rules designed to protect the consumer’s econom-
ic expectations in those transactions. We therefore do not address such
matters as products liability, or the regulation of product safety, or the
rights of consumers in landlord-tenant or employment relationships, or
other kinds of “transactions” in which consumers engage. Considerable
attention is given to credit transactions since those present more, and

more complex, legal issues than do cash transactions, and have generated
more sweeping statutory controls.

These materials obviously build on concepts and rules treated in
basic contracts courses, and in courses on sales, negotiable instruments
and secured financing. This book is designed, however, to include ample
prefatory and review material so that students need not have taken com-
mercial law courses before taking Consumer Law. Neither of the authors
treats those commercial courses as prerequisites, although one of us “rec-
ommends” that students take them first. In any event, students may prof-
itably consult a basic commercial law hornbook, such as J. White & R.
Summers, Uniform Commercial Code (1972), or R. Braucher & R. Riegert,
Introduction to Commercial Transactions 1977).

Each of the authors first acknowledges that the other has contributed
more than half the book. It is for this reason that the order of our names
on the cover was chosen by coin flip.

To our students, past, present and future, we owe a debt beyond cal-
culation. It is their interest and enthusiasm, their challenges, their cri-
tiques and their perceptions, that make this effort worthwhile.

We also acknowledge, with gratitude and affection, the support, en-
couragement and inspiration provided by two esteemed teachers of the
law, Professors Homer Kripke and Fairfax Leary, Jr. In many ways, large
and small, they are a part of this book and of the law it portrays.

There are many other people to whom we owe thanks for their help:
Professor Jack Ayer, who was kind enough to share his unpublished ma-
terials with us, and whose materials furnished a springboard for many of
our ideas. Our colleagues, who critiqued parts of the materials, especially
Dick Bell, Grace Blumberg, Marjorie Girth, Nils Olsen, George Priest,
Jack Schlegal, Paul Spiegelman, and Urban Lester. The mistakes and
heresies in the final product, however, are ours, not theirs. And last but
not least, our families, who did not tell us too often how absent we were.

S

_
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