
 

 

ESSAY STRUCTURE AND ORGANIZATION 
 

                                                                                            Opening Sentence  
Start your paper with a general statement about your topic that 
catches the reader’s attention (a “hook”), a relevant quotation, 
question, anecdote, fascinating fact, definition, analogy, the 
position opposing one you will take, or a dilemma that needs a 
solution. 
 

INTRODUCTION            Context 
Provide the information and background the reader will need to 
understand the topic. 

 
Thesis Statement 

State your position on the topic along with your reasons for 
believing it or a summary of the evidence you will use to support 
this position in your body paragraphs. 

 

                                                                                         Topic Sentence 
Introduce the main idea of the paragraph.  

 
              Supporting Evidence 

Include evidence from TEXTS, such as cited quotes, paraphrases 
or summary, OR evidence that supports your thesis from OTHER 
SOURCES such as anecdotes, first-person interviews, or your own 
experience. 

 
BODY PARAGRAPHS                   Analysis 

Explain to the reader the significance of the evidence you have 
provided. Think about why you chose to include it. How does the 
piece of evidence support your thesis? 

     
          Transition (Optional) 

Connect each paragraph with a sentence or two that 
demonstrates how each idea leads into the next, and how they 
work together to support your position. 

       

 
CONCLUSION  Provide the reader an overview of the main ideas you discussed, 

but also be sure to highlight the progression of your thought 
process, offer solutions, next steps or present new questions that 
your paper generated. Instead of simply restating your thesis, 
also show the significance of your position.  
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My Outline: Try applying this structure to your own writing 
 

Introduction: 

 
Opening sentence: Get the reader’s 
attention. 
 

 

 
Context: Provide the general 
information or background on the 
topic. 
 

 

 

 
Thesis: State your arguable position on 
the topic and the reasons why you 
believe it.   

 

 

 

 

 
One Practice Body paragraph: 

 
Topic sentence: States the main idea of 
the paragraph  
 

 

Supporting Point: evidence you are 
using to support your thesis.  

 

 

 

 
Explanation/Analysis: tell the reader 
what is significant or important about 
this evidence 

 

 

 

 

 

Transition sentence: Connect each 
paragraph with a sentence or two that 
show how the ideas connect. 

 

 
Conclusion: 

 
 
Overview: Review and summarize your 
main points and how they support your 
thesis. 

 

 
 
Final Comment: Offer a final thought 
to your reader. 

 

 


